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not Greek.    She is Asiatic, German, English, as

well,

v

Tn poetry, in art, a man must .sustain a certain
vital relation to his work, and that work must sus-
tain a certain vital relation to the laws of mind and
of life. That, is all, and that leaves the doors very
wide, We are not to ask, Is it like this or like
that? but, Is it vital, is it real, is it a consistent,
well-organi/ed whole ?

The poet must always interpret himself and
nature after his own fashion. Is his fashion ade-
quate? Is the interpretation vivid and real? Do
his lines cut to the quick, and beget heat and joy
in the soul ? If we cannot make the poet\s ideal
our own by sharing his enthusiasm for it, the trou-
bles is as likely to be in ourselves as in him, In
any case he must be a law unto himself,

The creative artist differs from the mere writer
or thinker in this; lie sustains a direct personal rela-
tion to his subject through emotion, intuition, will.
The indirect, impersonal relation which works by
reflection, comparison, and analysis is that of the
critic and philosopher* The man is an artist when
lie given us a concrete and immediate impression
of reality; from his hands we get the thing itself;
from the critic and thiniker we get ideas ahmtt the
tiling. Tile poet does not merely say the world is
beautiful; he shows it us beautiful: he does not and we very soon find some
